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Pastoral Staff Serving Holy Cross 
 

 

Fr. Joseph P. Donton, Pastor 

Fr. Leopold Mushobozi, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

Deacon Michael Smith 
 

Trustees 
Tom Murray      John Powers 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Elizabeth Kelley 

 

Director of Music 
Jonathan Young 

 

Tribunal Auditor 
   Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

 

Masses 
  Saturday:       5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

  Sunday:         8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m. 

  Weekdays:    7:00 a.m. Mon., Tue., & Thurs. 

                        6:00 p.m. Wed.;  8:15 a.m. Fri. 
 

Devotion     5:30-6:00 p.m. Wednesday 
 

Holy Cross Parish Office 
  405 W. Clark St., Champaign, IL, 61820 

  Phone: 217-352-8748   Fax: 217-366-2929 

  e-mail address: office@holycrosscatholic.org 

  website: www.holycrosscatholic.org 
 

Holy Cross School 
  Greg Koerner, Principal 

  410 W. White, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

  Phone: 217-356-9521   Fax: 217-356-1745 
 

Adoration 
 Fridays after the 8:15 a.m. Mass with Benediction        

 at 2:15 p.m. (when school is in session).  
 

Reconciliation 
 Saturday: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Mon, Tue, Thur, 6:30-6:45 a.m., Fri. 7:45-8:00 a.m. 

 Or by appointment. 
 

Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of the month, 

after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Parents must be registered 

members and attend a baptismal preparation session, 

preferably before the birth of the child. Contact the 

Parish Office 3 months in advance to schedule. 
 

Matrimony: Couples contemplating marriage should 

call the Office at least 8 months in advance. At least 

one partner must be a registered parishioner at Holy 

Cross and be actively practicing the faith. If you have 

had a previous marriage, set no marriage date until 

you have discussed this with your Pastor. 
 

Care of the Sick: Call the Parish Office to make 

arrangements at any time for Communion and/or 

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Two Wednesdays prior to the 

bulletin in which the information will be posted. 

 
 

 

Our Lady the Immaculate Conception -  

Patroness of America 
 

Each country adopts a set of patron saints, members of the 

heavenly court who are special intercessors  

for all those within a particular country’s borders.  
 

It took the bishops of the newly created United States of 

America 70 years to appoint the Blessed Virgin Mary as   

patroness of their country. In doing so, they invoked Mary 

under her title of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception. 
 

It was a choice met with unanimous support,  

one that was based on many different factors. 
 

The decision was reached on May 13, 1846,  

during the Sixth Provincial Council of Baltimore. 
 

 

Since Our Lady is Patroness of the United States 

   under her title of The Immaculate Conception,  

we will be praying for the United States during the  

Wednesday Evening Devotions in the month of July.   

 

We will start with an Act of Consecration to the  

Blessed Mother for the U.S., followed by the  

Litany to Our Lady of The Immaculate Conception.  

 

Please come and join us as we place  

our country under her Motherly Protection. 

 

Wednesday Evening Devotion followed by Mass  

is a beautiful mid-week pick me up! 

 

____________ 
 

 

Devotion and Mass 
 

Please join our parish family on Wednesday evenings for 

Devotion and Mass. The Devotion begins at 5:30 p.m. in the 

church, followed by Mass at 6:00 p.m.  
 

The Devotion for July is Our Lady the Immaculate  

Conception—Patroness of America 

 
This is a change from the Devotion for July announced last week 

 CONCEPTION 



OUR PARISH 

 

Holy Cross Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Catholic Community of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is to provide a home for all who wish to join our 

spiritual family and share our Catholic beliefs and values. We are here to continue the life-giving works of Jesus Christ, to 

make His name known and loved, and to live our lives according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, under the leadership of the 

Bishop of the Peoria Diocese. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Eucharistic Outreach 
 

If you would like to have an extraordinary 

minister of Holy Communion make home 

visits to you, call the Parish Office at (217) 352-8748, or 

email office@holycrosscatholic.org to be added to the list.  

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

E 

Saturday 
 

5:30 p.m. 

 

July 16 
 

Lector: 
 

EMHC: 
 

Servers: 

 

 
 

Tim Spila 
 

No ministers 
 

Tom Murray, Mary Beth Franey 

 

Sunday 
 

8:00 a.m. 

 

July 17 
 

Lector: 
 

EMHC:  

 

Servers: 

 
 

Jay Geistlinger 
 

No ministers 
 

Henry Karduck, Wil Karduck 

 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Lector: 
 

2EMHC: 
 

Servers: 

 

Joe Mefford 
 

John Dixon, Jessica McMahon 
 

August Christhilf, Philip Christhilf  

 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Lector: 
 

EMHC:  

 

Servers: 

 

Ed Seebauer 
 

Anthony Frasca, Beth Frasca 
 

Sam Easton 

 

Heavenly Dusters for July are 

Melinda Helfer and Angie Deptula 

 

 

Monday, July 11  In Celebration of Fr. Antonio 

    7:00 a.m.       Dittmer’s 25th Ordination Anniversary 
 

Tuesday, July 12 

    7:00 a.m.   Bill Coffey 
 

Wednesday, July 13 

    6:00 p.m.   Bette McCabe 
 

 Thursday, July 14 

    7:00 a.m.   Barbara and Robert Rosner 
 

Friday, July 15 

    8:15 a.m.    Joe and Ruth Doyle 
 

Saturday, July 16 

    5:30 p.m.   Thomas Menke 
 

Sunday, July 17 

    8:00 a.m.   For the Parishioners 

  10:00 a.m.   Susana Soto 

    4:00 p.m..   Stephen Primmer 

Mass Intentions 
for the Week 

 

Summer Coffee Shop 
 

Coffee shop is now available 

throughout the summer months. 

We invite you to join us in the 

Parish Center for coffee, doughnuts and fellowship after 

the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses. Free will offerings 

are greatly appreciated.  
 

We want to thank Harry and Cheri Rakers for coordinating 

coffee shop throughout the year. Cathy Koerner is the 

summer coordinator. If you or your family would like to 

host, please contact Cathy at cathkern007@gmail.com.   

 
 

Bereaved Parents of the USA 
 

Champaign-Urbana chapter will meet at 

3:30 p.m. today, July 10th, at Stephen 

Family YMCA, 2501 Fields Dr. South. We’ll 

meet in the community room and continue 

to meet on the 2nd Sunday each month. For more info 

contact Jerry or Jane Pica at 217-373-1321. 

 

Low-Gluten Hosts Available 
 

For those who can tolerate a low-gluten 

host, you can still receive the Eucharist!  
 

To do so, let the priest know by going to 

the sacristy at least 10 minutes before 

Mass starts, so he will know that a low-

gluten host will be needed. 

mailto:cathkern007@gmail.com


 

Collection 
    Fr. Leo for Tanzania……………………...$8,485.00 

Thank you very much 

And more donations are popping in, thanks to the gener-

osity of our Holy Cross family!  

 

  Save the Date 
 

Our next WATCH Weekend will be Sept. 

23rd-25th. The WATCH has been at Holy 

Cross for over 20 years. This will be our 

last weekend as we transition to a new 

renewal program. All parish members are welcome, even 

those who have made a previous weekend. 

Family Formation 
Learning and Living the Catholic Faith 

 

The Family Formation 

program at Holy Cross 

serves families with 

children in grades K-8. 

It is a faith formation 

opportunity for the entire 

family. Families are encouraged and supported in their 

efforts to pray, worship, and grow in faith together as a 

Catholic family. All families with children K-8 are encour-

aged to join our Family Formation community! For those 

families whose children are not enrolled in Catholic 

school, Family Formation fulfills the need for religious 

education and sacramental preparation.  

   For more info or if you would like to register for this 

year, please contact Elizabeth Kelley at  (217) 352-8748. 

You can also check out the website at  

familyformation.net for more information!  
 

   Deadline for registration is Monday, August 8th. 

July is Natural Family Planning Month!  
 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the general title for the 

scientific, natural, and moral methods of family planning 

that can help married couples either achieve or postpone 

pregnancy.  
 

NFP methods are based on the observation of the naturally 

occurring signs and symptoms of the fertile and infertile 

phases of a woman's menstrual cycle. No drugs, devices, 

or surgical procedures are used to avoid pregnancy. 
 

Since the methods of NFP respect the love-giving (unitive) 

and life-giving (procreative) nature of the conjugal act, they 

support God's design for married love! 

For more information and resources visit:  
 

https://www.usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/nfp-

basic-information  

 

 

 

 

Career Opportunity in Financial Services  
for a Catholic company: 

 

“Working for your Faith and in your Faith” 
 

The Knights of Columbus is seeking an intelligent, finan-

cially motivated, entrepreneurial, and professional Catho-

lic man for a career opportunity representing their finan-

cial program in the area.  
 

We offer a complete benefits package (health, dental and 

life insurance, retirement pension program), expense allowance 

and professional training with this full-time position.  
 

In order to qualify, one must be eligible for membership in 

the Knights of Columbus. For more information, and/or an 

initial interview please contact, Jeff Niemeyer FICF, 

LUTCF, General Agent, at (618) 526-7991 ext. 301, or via 

email at Jeff.Niemeyer@kofc.org.  
 

Website: www.NiemeyerAgency.org 

Knights of Columbus 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR LIFE 

  
 

Catholic Radio  
95.7 FM;  WLHF-LP 
"Holy Family Radio" 

Champaign/Urbana, Illinois 

https://www.usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/nfp-basic-information
https://www.usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/nfp-basic-information


 

 

High School of St. Thomas More 

217-352-7210 
www.hs-stm.org 

 
 

Seventh and Eighth Graders: You're invited to Madrigal's 

Summer Retreat which will be held from July 25th—29th 

(Mon.-Fri.) at 6:00-8:30 p.m. in the Music Room. If you're 

interested in joining, contact Dr. Lee (clee@hs-stm.org) 

and Mr. Kreps (ckreps@hs-stm.org). 
 

STM Job Opportunities:: STM is seeking applications for 

a Theology Teacher, a Head Girls Tennis Coach, a Head Softball 

Coach, an Assistant Softball Coach, and a Bus Driver. If you 

are interested, email Sr. M. Bridget at srmbridget@hs-stm.org 

and Mr. Anthony Corapi at acorapi@hs-stm.org. 
 

Summer Office Hours: Until July 29th the STM summer 

office hours are Monday thru Thursday from 8 a.m. to 12 

noon. During that time the Office can be reached at 217-

352-7210, or email info@hs-stm.org.  
 

Summer Sports Camps:  Visit www.hs-stm.org and scroll 

down to view all the STM Summer Sports Camp details. 

 

Holy Cross School 

217-356-9521 

www.holycrosselem.org 
 

Job Openings: We still have openings for a Religion 

Teacher and an After-Care Aide. Please call the school of-

fice at 217-356-9521 if you are interested, or email us at  

www.holycrosselem.org.  

 

St. Thomas Catholic School in Philo (PK-8th) 

has immediate openings for the following positions: 
 

Principal Position Opening. Our Principal forms engaging 

relationships with students, parents, faculty, staff, and other 

benefactors with the ultimate goal of helping each child 

build the foundation for life to Live, Love, and Serve as 

Christ. Our Principal must be a practicing Roman Catholic 

in good standing and have an Administration Degree in 

Education in the State of Illinois.  
 

Teaching Position Opening. Seeking a 1st grade class-

room teacher starting the 2022-23 school year. Qualified 

candidates must have a Bachelor’s Degree in Education. 

The candidate must have a passion for working with young 

children in a nurturing and educational environment. 
 

   We offer full health insurance benefits and retirement as 

well. If interested in applying for either position, please con-

tact the school office at 217.684.2309 or Fr. Keith Walder 

at fatherwalder@stthomasphilo.org for more information. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) is established for 

the universal Church for individu-

als to become Catholic and     

receive the Sacraments of Initia-

tion - Baptism, Confirmation, and 

the Eucharist. This process also 

involves a parish community experiencing a renewal of 

faith as it welcomes new members into the Church. 
 

The Rite speaks of conversion as a “spiritual journey” 

centered on fostering a deep relationship with Jesus and 

the Church He founded. This journey takes place through 

distinct stages over a period of time to bring about com-

munity and commitment to liturgical and moral life of the 

Catholic faithful.  
 

RCIA is a restoration of the ancient catechumenate, aris-

ing within the first three centuries following the era of the 

apostles. It was the early Church’s way of Christianizing 

the pagan Roman Empire. The Second Vatican Council 

called for the restoration and use of this venerable and 

powerful method of initiation for the worldwide Church. 
 

RCIA is for:  

•Individuals who are not Catholic who know they 

want to join the Church or who may be interested but 

need more information 
 

•Catholics who have never received the sacraments 

of Eucharist and/or Confirmation 
 

•Married couples of mixed religious faiths who wish 

to unite their religious practice in Catholicism 
 

For more information, please contact Elizabeth Kelley at 

the Parish Office, (217) 352-8748. 

 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

 

A Word from Joy 
 

Oh happy day! With the beautiful news that Roe is no 

longer the law of the land, we can rejoice and get to do-

ing more work to help serve those women and families in 

need. We stand ready to help and encourage all church-

es, schools, organizations, small groups, families and 

individuals to help others choose life and help families in 

need. We want to create a culture where abortion is un-

thinkable and that all children are helped and cared for. 

God is good and we are very grateful!  

http://www.hs-stm.org/home.html
mailto:clee@hs-stm.org
mailto:ckreps@hs-stm.org
mailto:srmbridget@hs-stm.org
mailto:acorapi@hs-stm.org
http://www.hs-stm.org/
http://www.hs-stm.org/home.html
mailto:fatherwalder@stthomasphilo.org


Devall, Desmier, Jensen Families 
Menke & Leahy Families 
Jerry & Loretta M. Dano  
Paul, Joe, Edward, & Marie Knoke 
Dec. Mem. of Donato, Pace, Follis Families 
Dec. Mem. of Mueller, Neunhoffer, Willard Families 
Robert F. Reiser Family 
Dec. Mem. of Corkery, Cox, Murray Families 
Nichols, Oetzel, Parod & Fotzler Families 
Dec. Mem. of Happ, Krueger Families 
Pellum & Gillis Families 
Thelma Sparks, Parents of Charles & Thelma Sparks 
Ed & Jean Bown 
Chuck, Chad, Meghan Schweighart 
Larry Hausmann, Bob Soucie 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Cler & Flavin Families 
Graham & Huguet Families 
Liv. &  Dec. Mem. of Pastore, Buzinsky, & Piccolo Families 
Lamendola/Smith/Hammers Families 
Hammel & Mitsdarfer Families 

Margaret & Eldon Tufte and Dec. Mem. of their family 
Living & Dec. members of Baum & Decker Families 
Barham & Bosch Families 
Tangora & Kovera Families 
William McMahon, Linda & Mike Wesolowski 
McNamara & Mulcahey Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Giuffre & Cacioppo Families 
Boudreau & Arseneau Family 
Margaret Turkcan 
Aloysius J. Winka 
Charlie & Evelyn Bell 
Zeilenga Family 
Rentfrow Family 
Towner Family 
Haggin Family 
Rakers-Wade Families 
Hershbarger & Kick Families 
Dec. Mem. of Cochrane-O’Brien families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of David & Bernice Williams Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of Graham, Fellers & Gordon Family 

John E. Sullivan Family 
Birdie & Edward Cronau 
Raymond Timpone 
Maxine TImpone 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Schwenk Family 
Perrodin Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of McNabney Family 
Liv.& Dec. Mem. of Eli & Hazel Kinser Family 
Glen & Helen Jones 
Betty Madrey 
Menacher & Sizer Families 
Leonard & Loretto Doyle 
Alan & Patricia Berndt 
Thomas McCarthy 
Costello Family 
Leta & Kenny Porter 
Bill Mooney 
Ron Murphy 
Dec. Mem. of  Murphy & Sullivan Families 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Williams, Lykins, Barham Fam. 

HOLY CROSS FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL 

 

Our Parish has a FORMED subscription. To set up your free  
account visit formed.org/signup and select our parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Dear Lord God,  

We pray that you will call many fine young men 

to the Priesthood.  

May they have the grace to hear your call 

and to respond wholeheartedly, 

giving of themselves generously 

in the service of your Church, 

that we may be greatly strengthened and may grow. 
 

May these fine priests have the grace 

of perseverance and not burn out. 

And may they be supported 

and encouraged and appreciated. 
 

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

 

 
Pankau Masonry 

 

 

Me and My House 
 

Me & My House is a practical game plan for Catholic par-

ents who are struggling with all the things that parents 

struggle with. We challenge you to do little things. To 

make little changes that will make a huge impact on your 

family.  
 

In this Catholic Parenting Program, you will discover the 

foundations that can strengthen your motherhood and 

fatherhood. You will learn the habits that can make     

parenting easier, and the habits that you absolutely want 

to avoid. In fact, we will get so practical that we'll discuss 

discipline and how to set boundaries, so that by the end 

of the program you will have a very clear sense of how 

you want to build your unique family culture with the chil-

dren God has given you.  
 

We have also included an entire section on the Faith, so 

that you can begin guiding your son or daughter toward 

God's plan for their lives in a way that is natural and   

effective. Our host, Patrick Sullivan, holds degrees in  

Literature, Education, and Theology. His talks have been 

aired on Shalom World Television and EWTN, and he 

travels internationally to lead seminars and conferences 

on Catholic parenting. Patrick is married to the love of his 

life, Kyla, and is the proud father of 9 children, one of 

whom is praying for him from heaven. 

The ads that ap-

pear completely 

defray all publish-

ing costs with 

which the church 

would otherwise 

be burdened. 

Please patronize 

these sponsors as 

a thank you for their 

kind generosity 


