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Pastoral Staff Serving Holy Cross 
 

 

Fr. Joseph P. Donton, Pastor 

Fr. Remigius Bukuru, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

Deacon Michael Smith 
 

Trustees 
Tom Murray      John Powers 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Gloria Fellers 

 

Director of Music 
Jonathan Young 

 

Tribunal Auditor 
   Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

 

Masses 
  Saturday:       5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

  Sunday:         8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m. 

  Weekdays:    7:00 a.m. Monday thru Friday 

  Holy Days:     8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
 

Holy Cross Parish Office 
  405 W. Clark St., Champaign, IL, 61820 

  Phone: 217-352-8748   Fax: 217-366-2929 

  e-mail address: office@holycrosscatholic.org 

  website: www.holycrosscatholic.org 
 

Holy Cross School 
  Greg Koerner, Principal 

  410 W. White, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

  Phone: 217-356-9521   Fax: 217-356-1745 
 

Adoration 
  Adoration is available on the patio in the 

   courtyard anytime. 
 

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

  Monday thru Friday, 6:30-6:45 a.m. 

  Or by appointment. 
 

Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of the month, 

after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Parents must be registered 

members and attend a baptismal preparation session, 

preferably before the birth of the child. Contact the 

Parish Office 3 months in advance to schedule. 
 

Matrimony: Couples contemplating marriage should 

call the Office at least 8 months in advance. At least 

one partner must be a registered parishioner at Holy 

Cross and be actively practicing the faith. If you have 

had a previous marriage, set no marriage date until 

you have discussed this with your Pastor. 
 

Care of the Sick: Call the Parish Office to make 

arrangements at any time for Communion and/or 

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Two Wednesdays prior to the 

bulletin in which the information will be posted. 

 

Prayer for Life and Dignity 
 
 

 

 

God of all life, 

 

Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life 

formed in your image, a reflection of your holiness. 

 

Help us to recognize you in all whom you have created: 

children not yet born, families affected by poverty and 

war, people of different abilities, people from other lands, 

and all who are victims of hatred and racism. 

 

Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom you 

have created, regardless of stage of life, or wealth, or 

ability, or color, or creed, for every person is fully equal 

in your loving eyes. 

 

Share with us your holy knowledge that we are all your 

children, each bestowed with inherent dignity. 

 

May your justice reign forever!  

 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OUR PARISH 

 

Holy Cross Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Catholic Community of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is to provide a home for all who wish to join our 

spiritual family and share our Catholic beliefs and values. We are here to continue the life-giving works of Jesus Christ, to 

make His name known and loved, and to live our lives according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, under the leadership of the 

Bishop of the Peoria Diocese. 

 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel 

 According to Matthew 
 

 

        22:1-14 
 

 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of 

the people in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 

may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his 

son. He dispatched his servants to summon the invited 

guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A second 

time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: 

“Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and fat-

tened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the 

feast.” Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to 

his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of his 

servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was 

enraged and sent his troops, destroying those murderers, 

and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy 

to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to 

the feast whomever you find.’ The servants went out into 

the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, 

and the hall was filled with guests. But when the king came 

in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a 

wedding garment. The king said to him, ‘My friend, how is it 

that you came in here without a wedding garment?’ But he 

was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attend-

ants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the dark-

ness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of 

teeth.’ Many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Monday, Oct. 12 

    7:00 a.m.  J. Michael Bowen 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 13 

    7:00 a.m.  Frances Johnson 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 
 

    7:00 a.m.  Joe, Ruth, and Pat Doyle 
 

Thursday, Oct. 15 
 

    7:00 a.m.   Bernard W. Bowen 

Friday, Oct. 16 

    7:00 a.m.  Jack Sullivan 
 

Saturday, Oct. 17 

    5:30 p.m.  Terry O’Neill 
 

Sunday, Oct. 18 

    8:00 a.m.  Johnny Deponai 

  10:00 a.m.  Leonard and Loretto Doyle 

    4:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 
for the Week 

 

From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

     

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peo-

ples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food 

and pure, choice wines. On this mountain he will destroy 

the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all 

nations; he will destroy death forever. The Lord God will 

wipe away the tears from every face; the reproach of his 

people he will remove from the whole earth; for the Lord 

has spoken. On that day it will be said: “Behold our God, to 

whom we looked to save us! This is the Lord for whom we 

looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 

For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain. 

 

A Reading from the Letter of 
St Paul to the Philippians 

 
     

Brothers and Sisters: I know how to live in humble circum-

stances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every 

circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of 

being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance 

and of being in need. I can do all things in him who 

strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my dis-

tress. My God will finally supply what you need, in accord 

with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and 

Father, glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Last Week’s Collection 
 

 

  Offering for October 3rd/4th……………..…$7,196.00 
 

Thank you very much!  



X 

 

 

 
 

Classes have just begun  

It is not too late to join us 

Who is RCIA For? 
 

Non-Catholics who know they want to join or who may be 

interested but need more information. 
 

Catholics who have never received the Sacraments of Eu-

charist and/or Confirmation. 
 

Married couples of mixed religious faiths who wish to unite 

their religious practice in Catholicism. 
 

For more details, please contact Gloria Fellers at the Par-

ish Office, 217-352-8748. 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Family Formation 
“Separated by Distance, United in 

the Holy Spirit” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Formation is offered for children in grades K-5. 

Because of COVID, the monthly classes that are usually 

held the first Thursday of the month have been adapted to 

go along with the usual home lessons. There is still time to 

sign up! Contact Gloria Fellers at the Parish Office, (217)

352-8748, if interested. 

 

Christmas Flower Fund 
 

It’s not too early to contribute to the flower fund to 
pay for this year’s poinsettias for the church’s 

Christmas decorations. Drop your donation in the collection 
basket in an envelope marked “flower fund” or bring it to 
the office. Thank you in advance for your generosity!  

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Saturday, October 17 
 

5:30 p.m.        No ministers 
 

Sunday, October 18 
 

8:00 a.m.        No ministers 

10:00 a.m.      Ben Laws, Jessica McMahon 

4:00 p.m.        Elaine Hershbarger, John Farney 

 

World Mission Sunday joins all Catholics of 

the world into one community of faith. Pope Fran-

cis invites the entire Church to support mission 

dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and 

parts of Latin America and Europe, where priests, religious 

and lay leaders serve the world’s most vulnerable commu-

nities. A collection will be taken up on October 18th. 

Please put your envelope for the “Society of the Propaga-

tion of Faith” in the collection baskets during the week-

end’s Masses. Thank you for your support of this charity! 

 
www.cdop.org 

 
 

Annual Diocesan Appeal 
 

Our parish is participating in the Annual Diocesan Appeal 

(ADA) for the Diocese of Peoria. As followers of Christ, we 

are called to respond to God’s grace in our lives and to 

serve one another. The Annual Diocesan Appeal is an op-

portunity to respond to His grace by sharing our gifts and 

so transform lives throughout the diocese. By now you will 

have received your pledge card in the mail. You can mail it 

to Holy Cross, or drop it in the collection basket. Please 

give generously as God has given to you.  

Respect Life Month 

 

Our Prayers and Best Wishes go with 

Daniel Plecki and Kelsey Nolan, who were 

married here Saturday, October 3rd. May God’s 

grace support them throughout their married life! 
 

Newest Member of the Church, and of 

Holy Cross, through the Sacrament of Baptism, is 

Emma Rae Short, daughter of Christopher and 

Alicia Short. Let us support little Emma on her 

faith journey!  
 

Faithful Departed. Your prayers are 

requested for the repose of the souls of James 

“J.R.” Grider and Douglas William Kemna, May 

their souls and those of all the Faithful Departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

BOOK OF THE DEAD. Be sure to enroll the names of your 
deceased loved ones in the Book of the Dead located in 
the vestibule of the church. 
 
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY ENVELOPES. Envelopes for 

the Purgatorial Society (All Souls) are available on the 

shelves in the back of the church. Masses for All Souls are 

offered on Sundays, Holy Days, and other times of the year. 



 

High School of St. Thomas More 

352-7210 

www.hs-stm.org 
 

STM Virtual Fall Preview Night. You are 

invited to attend Virtual Fall Preview Night live on 

Wednesday, Oct. 21st from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. on STM’s 

Facebook and YouTube pages. A live link will be available 

at www.hs-stm.org. Who? Families interested in first-class 

Catholic education for high school age students. What you 

will learn: Curriculum, admissions, tuition and fees, student 

life, virtual tour of campus and extracurricular opportunities 

A recording of the event will be available to watch afterward 

on our website and on our YouTube page.  
 

Employment Opportunities. We are seeking applicants 

for a Baseball Coach and a Wrestling Coach. We are also 

accepting applications for a Biology Teacher for the 2021-

2022 academic year. If interested email Sr. M. Bridget at  

srmbridget@hs-stm.org 

 

Holy Cross School 
356-9521 

www.holycrosselem.org 
 

Holy Cross School Happenings 
 

Can you believe that we are in October already? How  

time flies. With that being said, it is still very important that 

we continue to follow our safety precautions. We are 

committed in keeping all of our students and staff safe. 

Please continue to encourage everyone to wear a mask, 

sanitize, and practice social distancing.  
 

The school has 171 students sitting in seats and 44 

students doing virtual academy. This has been challenging 

at times. All our teachers and staff have been doing a great 

job in trying to give our virtual students the same 

experiences as our students that are in-school, however, 

this has been frustrating for both teachers and students. 
 

One area identified was our lack of computers. In July 

meetings with the teachers, I learned that most of them 

were using their own personal computers. As a result, new 

computers for the teachers were ordered in August but, 

unfortunately, we still have not received them. I believe that 

when we upgrade our technology, with the new computers 

promised to arrive soon, then our virtual and in-school 

students will have the quality education they deserve. 
 

As you can imagine, we have accrued a few additional bills 

due to COVID. We had to purchase sprayers, chemicals, 

sanitizers, facemasks, cafeteria supplies, computers, 

chrome books, and iPADs. If you would like to help offset 

the cost of these purchases it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

    Greg Koerner, Principal 

 

PRAY to END ABORTION! 

 

 

Much has happened in recent months and 

many activities were put on hold, including 

pro-life events. Unfortunately, the abortion 

industry never stopped operating. We are 

very glad to share that there are more pro-

life activities and events coming up. Please 

prayerfully consider how you can get in-

volved and help foster a stronger Culture of Life!  
 

40 Days for Life Fall 2020: Sept. 23rd to Nov. 1st. at 

Planned Parenthood, 302 East Stoughton St, Champaign. 

This is an international peaceful prayer collaboration to 

pray for help and healing for all affected by abortion. Pray-

ers are welcome anytime during the 40 Days, but especially 

welcome when the abortion clinic is open during normal 

business hours. Individual churches are encouraged to 

choose a day and time to come and pray.  
 

If anyone thinks that being there has no impact, please see 

the video of a young man, father of 2 born children and one 

on the way, who decided not to abort his unborn child 

based on seeing people praying at the abortion clinic where 

he and his wife were planning to get their abortion. The 

video is available for a re-view on the 40 Days for Life 

Champaign-Urbana Facebook page. That shared video and 

Pro-Life Activist Eric Scheidlers’s commentary is wonderful 

– and very beautiful!  
 

For more information contact Renee Mullen at reneemul-

len1@comcast.net or at 217-607-0811.  

 

Vote Catholic Beliefs! 
 

Voting is a right and a privilege. Catholics are called to vote 

conscientiously as people of faith. There are many im-

portant issues to consider including Right to Life, Religious 

Freedom, the Economy, Healthcare, Immigration, Educa-

tion, etc. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and nu-

merous other organizations note that "Every Issue is Not 

Equal" and some are the very core of Catholic social and 

moral teaching. Below are some suggested web sites, so 

you can see which candidates align with Catholic teaching: 
 

https://ivoterguide.com/ 
 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/

parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-

bulletin-insert.pdf 
 

https://www.myfaithvotes.org/voting-assistance 
 

https://voteprolifeillinois.com/ 

http://www.hs-stm.org/
mailto:srmbridget@hs-stm.org
http://www.hs-stm.org/home.html
mailto:reneemullen1@comcast.net
mailto:reneemullen1@comcast.net
https://ivoterguide.com/
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.myfaithvotes.org/voting-assistance
https://voteprolifeillinois.com/


Devall, Desmier, Jensen Families 
Menke & Leahy Families 
Jerry & Loretta M. Dano  
Paul, Joe, Edward, & Marie Knoke 
Dec. Mem. of Donato, Pace, Follis Families 
Dec. Mem. of Mueller, Neunhoffer, Willard Families 
Robert F. Reiser Family 
Dec. Mem. of Corkery, Cox, Murray Families 
Nichols, Oetzel, Parod & Fotzler Families 
Dec. Mem. of Happ, Krueger Families 
Pellum & Gillis Families 
Thelma Sparks, Parents of Charles & Thelma Sparks 
Ed & Jean Bown 
Chuck, Chad, Meghan Schweighart 
Larry Hausmann, Bob Soucie 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Cler & Flavin Families 
Graham & Huguet Families 
Liv. &  Dec. Mem. of Pastore, Buzinsky, & Piccolo Families 
Lamendola/Smith/Hammers Families 
Hammel & Mitsdarfer Families 

Margaret & Eldon Tufte and Dec. Mem. of their family 
Living & Dec. members of Baum & Decker Families 
Barham & Bosch Families 
Tangora & Kovera Families 
William McMahon, Linda & Mike Wesolowski 
McNamara & Mulcahey Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Giuffre & Cacioppo Families 
Boudreau & Arseneau Family 
Margaret Turkcan 
Aloysius J. Winka 
Charlie & Evelyn Bell 
Zeilenga Family 
Rentfrow Family 
Ron Murphy 
Harold Kremer Family 
Rakers-Wade Families 
Hershbarger & Kick Families 
Dec. Mem. of Cochrane-O’Brien families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of David & Bernice Williams Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of Graham, Fellers & Gordon Family 

John E. Sullivan Family 
Birdie & Edward Cronau 
Margaret Hettinger 
Raymond Timpone 
Maxine TImpone 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Schwenk Family 
Perrodin Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of McNabney Family 
Liv.& Dec. Mem. of Eli & Hazel Kinser Family 
John Michael Cabutti 
Glen & Helen Jones 
Betty Madrey 
Christie & Hoss Families 
Menacher & Sizer Families 
Leonard & Loretto Doyle 
Alan & Patricia Berndt 
Thomas McCarthy 
Costello Family 

HOLY CROSS FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL 

     

Catholic Faith on Demand 

Welcome to 

The Search  
 

The Search is an innovative video series that tackles the 

key questions of every human heart. In seven beautifully 

filmed episodes, Chris Stefanick and experts from multiple 

fields of science, medicine, psychology, art, and religion 

examine our place in the larger story of existence. 
 

We are excited to introduce The Search, a new Augustine 

Institute Original Series with the goal of lighting that first  

fire in those who don’t yet know the faith or reigniting the 

fire in those who need a primer on the foundational ques-

tions. The Search is now on all Parish FORMED sub-

scriptions at no additional charge. 

If you haven’t already signed up and would like to register 

for your FREE subscription, go to Formed.org, Click “Sign 

Up’ and ‘I belong to a Parish or Organization,’ then search 

by typing ‘Holy Cross Champaign’ or our zip Code 61820. FORMED Faith at Home for Kids: While in one of his 

adventures in the Sea of Galilee, Lukas met Jesus and was 

so impressed and gratified that now together with his old 

friend Noah, a turtle survivor of Noah’s Ark, they gather and 

tell the greatest stories of all times of Jesus and all the 

Saints that Lukas met through the ages. Discover how 

these stories full of music and fun changed the lives of the 

youngest of the reef: Ana, Paul, Agnes and Peter. 

 
 
 

Holy Cross Parish Prayer 
 

My parish is composed of people like me. 

It will pray fervently if I am a humble disciple.  

It will worship joyfully if I am an engaged follower.  

It will teach the truth if I am a faithful believer.  

It will give generously if I am an active steward. 

It will accomplish great works if I am a dedicated servant. 

It will be a community of faith, hope, and love,  

if I practice all these virtues.  

O God, grant me the grace I need to be a devoted 

member of Holy Cross Parish.  

Amen.


