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Pastoral Staff Serving Holy Cross 
 

 

Fr. Joseph P. Donton, Pastor 

Fr. Remigius Bukuru, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

Deacon Michael Smith 
 

Trustees 
Tom Murray      John Powers 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Gloria Fellers 

 

Director of Music 
Jonathan Young 

 

Tribunal Auditor 
   Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

 

Masses 
  Saturday:       5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

  Sunday:         8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m. 

  Weekdays:    7:00 a.m. Monday thru Friday 

  Holy Days:     8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
 

Holy Cross Parish Office 
  405 W. Clark St., Champaign, IL, 61820 

  Phone: 217-352-8748   Fax: 217-366-2929 

  e-mail address: office@holycrosscatholic.org 

  website: www.holycrosscatholic.org 
 

Holy Cross School 
  Greg Koerner, Principal 

  410 W. White, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

  Phone: 217-356-9521   Fax: 217-356-1745 
 

Adoration 
  Adoration is available on the patio in the 

   courtyard anytime. 
 

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

  Monday thru Friday, 6:30-6:45 a.m. 

  Or by appointment. 
 

Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of the month, 

after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Parents must be registered 

members and attend a baptismal preparation session, 

preferably before the birth of the child. Contact the 

Parish Office 3 months in advance to schedule. 
 

Matrimony: Couples contemplating marriage should 

call the Office at least 8 months in advance. At least 

one partner must be a registered parishioner at Holy 

Cross and be actively practicing the faith. If you have 

had a previous marriage, set no marriage date until 

you have discussed this with your Pastor. 
 

Care of the Sick: Call the Parish Office to make 

arrangements at any time for Communion and/or 

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Two Wednesdays prior to the 

bulletin in which the information will be posted. 

 

 

 

   www.cdop.org 

 

October, Respect for Life Month 

To the Priests, Deacons, and Faithful of the Diocese of Peoria, 
 

Human beings are made in the very image and likeness of 

God. It is for this reason that, although abortion is not the 

only evil that afflicts human society, the right to life is the 

very first of all our human rights, and the destruction of hu-

man life in the womb is an intrinsic evil.  

 

As is well recorded throughout the nearly twenty centuries 

of our religious history, Catholic believers have always op-

posed abortion and considered the act to be unjust and 

gravely sinful. Catholics may not in any way cooperate with 

this crime against humanity, and Catholic voters and politi-

cians are not exempt from the shared obligation to protect 

innocent human life from conception until natural death.  
 

Despite the well-funded propaganda of the abortion indus-

try, it is an obvious fact that abortion is horrifically painful to 

the child in the womb, and late term abortion is most espe-

cially cruel and barbaric. Organized abortion providers in 

America have also intentionally and disproportionately mar-

keted their brutal business in poor neighborhoods and 

among racial and ethnic minorities. Catholics should there-

fore readily reach out to other believers and even nonbe-

lievers to promote a culture of life and tirelessly oppose a 

culture of death. 
 

For those in our Church, it is also certainly providential that 

October is not only Respect for Life Month but also the 

Month of the Holy Rosary. I urge all the faithful of the Dio-

cese of Peoria not only to work tirelessly for the Gospel of 

Life but also to ask the Blessed Mother, especially under 

her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe who is always reverently 

depicted as being with child, to pray with us and for us in 

the face of terrible evil. 

 

May our good and just God always guide and protect us. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
 

 

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 

  BISHOP OF PEORIA 



Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OUR PARISH 

 

Holy Cross Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Catholic Community of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is to provide a home for all who wish to join our 

spiritual family and share our Catholic beliefs and values. We are here to continue the life-giving works of Jesus Christ, to 

make His name known and loved, and to live our lives according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, under the leadership of the 

Bishop of the Peoria Diocese. 

 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel 

 According to Matthew    22:15-21 
 

 

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap 

Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to him, with the 

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are a truth-

ful man and that you teach the way of God in accordance 

with the truth. And you are not concerned with anyone’s 

opinion, for you do not regard a person’s status. Tell us, 

then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax 

to Caesar or not?” Knowing their malice, Jesus said, “Why 

are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that 

pays the census tax.” Then they handed him the Roman 

coin. He said to them, “Whose image is this and whose in-

scription?” They replied, “Caesar’s” At that he said to them, 

“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Monday, Oct. 19 

    7:00 a.m.  Edmund Mitsdarfer 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 20 

    7:00 a.m.  Dan Crawmer 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 21 
 

    7:00 a.m.  Terry O’Neill 
 

Thursday, Oct. 22 
 

    7:00 a.m.   All Souls in Purgatory 

Friday, Oct. 23 

    7:00 a.m.  The Irle and Drebes Families 
 

Saturday, Oct. 24 

    5:30 p.m.  Edward T. Reardon 
 

Sunday, Oct. 25 

    8:00 a.m.  William Pankau 

  10:00 a.m.  Barbara Esposito 

    4:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 
for the Week 

 

A Reading From the First Letter  
of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

 
     

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians 

in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and 

peace. We give thanks to God always for all of you, remem-

bering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your 

work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father, knowing, 

brothers and sisters loved by God, how you were chosen. 

For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction. 

 

A Reading from the Book of  
the Prophet Isaiah 

 
     

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand I 

grasp, subduing nations before him, and making kings run 

in his service, opening doors before him and leaving the 

gates unbarred: For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of Isra-

el, my chosen one, I have called you by your name, giving 

you a title, though you knew me not. I am the Lord and 

there is no other, there is no God besides me. It is I who 

arm you, though you know me not, so that toward the rising 

and the setting of the sun people may know that there is 

none besides me. I am the Lord, there is no other. 

 

Mass Location Change This Week 
 

Note that from Tuesday, October 20th through Friday, 

October 23rd, our morning Masses will be held in the Par-

ish Center due to the reupholstering of our pews. Please 

enter through the front door of the Parish Center and exit 

through the side doors. 



X 

 

 

 
 

Classes have just begun  

It is not too late to join us 

Who is RCIA For? 
 

Non-Catholics who know they want to join or who may be 

interested but need more information. 
 

Catholics who have never received the Sacraments of Eu-

charist and/or Confirmation. 
 

Married couples of mixed religious faiths who wish to unite 

their religious practice in Catholicism. 
 

For more details, please contact Gloria Fellers at the Par-

ish Office, 217-352-8748. 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Family Formation 
“Separated by Distance, United in 

the Holy Spirit” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Formation is offered for children in grades K-5. 

Because of COVID, the monthly classes that are usually 

held the first Thursday of the month have been adapted to 

go along with the usual home lessons. There is still time to 

sign up! Contact Gloria Fellers at the Parish Office, (217)

352-8748, if interested. 

 

PRAY to END ABORTION! 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Saturday, October 24 
 

5:30 p.m.        Kathy Murray 
 

Sunday, October 25 
 

8:00 a.m.        No ministers 

10:00 a.m.      Karen Ulbrich, Bonita Higgerson 

4:00 p.m.        Anthony and Beth Frasca, Jan Weber 

 

Last Week’s Collection 
 

  Offering for October 10th/11th……………...…$8,176.55 

  Development Fund...……………………………..$486.00 

  Tuition Assistance (Oct.3rd/4th)………………...$705.00 
 

Thank you very much!  

Newest Member of the Church, and of 

Holy Cross, through the Sacrament of Baptism, is 

Addison Lee Baker, daughter of Adam and Dana 

Baker. Let us support little Addison on her faith 

journey!  

Respect Life Month  

 

Total Collections for September 
 

   Sunday Collections………………………….$25,459 
 

   Automatic Contributions……………………...$9,290 
 

   Online Giving…………………………………..$7,704 
 

           $42,453 
 

   Tuition Assistance (HC & STM)……………..$2,232 
 

   Development Fund……………………………$2,019 

 

Online Giving Upgrade 
 

Our Online Giving is getting an upgrade to a newer, easier-

to-use platform! If you currently give online, you will soon 

be receiving an email with instructions on how to log into 

the new system. Best of all, your existing payment and do-

nation information will be migrated over so you will not 

have to set up your gifts again! Keep an eye on your email 

for more information coming very soon.  

 

Flower Fund 
 

It’s not too early to consider donating to 

the flower fund to defray the cost of this 

Christmas Season's poinsettias. You can 

drop off your donation at the parish office 

or put it in an envelope marked 'flower fund' and drop it into 

the collection basket at Mass. If you want to make your 

donation in memory or in honor of family members or 

friends, please write those names on a slip of paper and 

include it with your donation. Thanks! 



 

Holy Cross School 
356-9521 

www.holycrosselem.org 
 

Holy Cross School Happenings 
 

With the end of the first quarter drawing near, I would like 

to thank all of our teachers, staff, families, parishioners, 

stakeholders and the Holy Cross community for their 

continued support. We could not have made it to the end of 

this successful quarter without the support, prayers, and 

generosity of you all. WE ARE TRULY BLESSED. 
 

Have I shared how special our teachers are? Each of us 

has at least one special time and talent that we need to 

practice and the Lord will help us to remember how to show 

our talents best when we use them for the good and 

enjoyment of others. Our teachers here at Holy Cross have 

amazing talents. I have witnessed their talents shine 

through when they are standing in front of a classroom 

teaching. A tremendous round of applause please for our 

teachers! 
 

Giving our teachers the resources they need to 

demonstrate their talents has been one of my goals. As you 

know, the resources needed this school year are very 

expensive. Year to date, we have had to purchase 17 new 

computers for the teachers at a cost of $14,983: (36) 

Chrome books $13,536, (24) iPads $8,715, disinfectant 

solution $1,352, sprayers $4,999, sanitizer and stands 

$1,798, thermometers $629, masks $380, floor decals and 

tape $509, and fans for circulation $422. As you can see, 

we have encountered some major expenses due to 

necessary IT updates and due to COVID-19. 
 

Our time, talents and treasure are on loan to us from God, 

and, if you are able, give them away with unlimited 

generosity. In this light, the generosity of a few Holy Cross 

donors have partially offset the above costs. In addition, we 

will be receiving financing from the federal government; 

however, we will still have a shortfall in the current budget. 

So, please pray about any contribution that might help 

offset this shortfall. Your talent might be providing lunch for 

the teachers, giving a little bit more to the school or parish, 

adopting a computer at the cost of $899, a chrome book at 

$370, or an iPad at $360, or your talent might be becoming 

a prayer warrior for the health, safety and success of our 

Holy Cross community. Thank you for all you do. 

We are Holy Cross! 

   Greg Koerner, Principal 

 

 

Much has happened in recent months and 

many activities were put on hold, including 

pro-life events. Unfortunately, the abortion 

industry never stopped operating. We are 

very glad to share that there are more pro-

life activities and events coming up. Please 

prayerfully consider how you can get in-

volved and help foster a stronger Culture of Life!  
 

40 Days for Life Fall 2020: Sept. 23rd to Nov. 1st. at 

Planned Parenthood, 302 East Stoughton St, Champaign. 

This is an international peaceful prayer collaboration to 

pray for help and healing for all affected by abortion. Pray-

ers are welcome anytime during the 40 Days, but especially 

welcome when the abortion clinic is open during normal 

business hours. Individual churches are encouraged to 

choose a day and time to come and pray.  
 

For more information contact Renee Mullen at reneemul-

len1@comcast.net or at 217-607-0811.  

 

Vote Catholic Beliefs! 
 

 

Voting is a right and a privilege. Catholics are called to vote 

conscientiously as people of faith. There are many im-

portant issues to consider including Right to Life, Religious 

Freedom, the Economy, Healthcare, Immigration, Educa-

tion, etc. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and nu-

merous other organizations note that "Every Issue is Not 

Equal" and some are the very core of Catholic social and 

moral teaching. Below are some suggested web sites, so 

you can see which candidates align with Catholic teaching: 
 

https://ivoterguide.com/ 
 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/

parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-

bulletin-insert.pdf 
 

https://www.myfaithvotes.org/voting-assistance 
 

https://voteprolifeillinois.com/ 

 

STM Virtual Fall Preview Night. You are invited to attend Virtual Fall Preview Night live on 

Wednesday, Oct. 21st from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. on STM’s Facebook and YouTube pages. A live link will be avail-

able at www.hs-stm.org. Who? Families interested in first-class Catholic education for high school age students. 

What you will learn: Curriculum, admissions, tuition and fees, student life, virtual tour of campus and extracurricular oppor-

tunities A recording of the event will be available to watch afterward on our website and on our YouTube page.  

mailto:reneemullen1@comcast.net
mailto:reneemullen1@comcast.net
https://ivoterguide.com/
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/parishes-and-schools/upload/catholics-care-catholics-vote-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.myfaithvotes.org/voting-assistance
https://voteprolifeillinois.com/
http://www.hs-stm.org/
http://www.hs-stm.org/home.html


Devall, Desmier, Jensen Families 
Menke & Leahy Families 
Jerry & Loretta M. Dano  
Paul, Joe, Edward, & Marie Knoke 
Dec. Mem. of Donato, Pace, Follis Families 
Dec. Mem. of Mueller, Neunhoffer, Willard Families 
Robert F. Reiser Family 
Dec. Mem. of Corkery, Cox, Murray Families 
Nichols, Oetzel, Parod & Fotzler Families 
Dec. Mem. of Happ, Krueger Families 
Pellum & Gillis Families 
Thelma Sparks, Parents of Charles & Thelma Sparks 
Ed & Jean Bown 
Chuck, Chad, Meghan Schweighart 
Larry Hausmann, Bob Soucie 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Cler & Flavin Families 
Graham & Huguet Families 
Liv. &  Dec. Mem. of Pastore, Buzinsky, & Piccolo Families 
Lamendola/Smith/Hammers Families 
Hammel & Mitsdarfer Families 

Margaret & Eldon Tufte and Dec. Mem. of their family 
Living & Dec. members of Baum & Decker Families 
Barham & Bosch Families 
Tangora & Kovera Families 
William McMahon, Linda & Mike Wesolowski 
McNamara & Mulcahey Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Giuffre & Cacioppo Families 
Boudreau & Arseneau Family 
Margaret Turkcan 
Aloysius J. Winka 
Charlie & Evelyn Bell 
Zeilenga Family 
Rentfrow Family 
Ron Murphy 
Harold Kremer Family 
Rakers-Wade Families 
Hershbarger & Kick Families 
Dec. Mem. of Cochrane-O’Brien families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of David & Bernice Williams Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of Graham, Fellers & Gordon Family 

John E. Sullivan Family 
Birdie & Edward Cronau 
Margaret Hettinger 
Raymond Timpone 
Maxine TImpone 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Schwenk Family 
Perrodin Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of McNabney Family 
Liv.& Dec. Mem. of Eli & Hazel Kinser Family 
John Michael Cabutti 
Glen & Helen Jones 
Betty Madrey 
Christie & Hoss Families 
Menacher & Sizer Families 
Leonard & Loretto Doyle 
Alan & Patricia Berndt 
Thomas McCarthy 
Costello Family 

HOLY CROSS FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL 

     

Catholic Faith on Demand 

Welcome to 

The Search  
 

The Search is an innovative video series that tackles the 

key questions of every human heart. In seven beautifully 

filmed episodes, Chris Stefanick and experts from multiple 

fields of science, medicine, psychology, art, and religion 

examine our place in the larger story of existence. 
 

We are excited to introduce The Search, a new Augustine 

Institute Original Series with the goal of lighting that first  

fire in those who don’t yet know the faith, or reigniting the 

fire in those who need a primer on the foundational ques-

tions. The Search is now on all Parish FORMED sub-

scriptions at no additional charge. 

If you haven’t already signed up and would like to register 

for your FREE subscription, go to Formed.org, Click ‘Sign 

Up’ and ‘I belong to a Parish or Organization,’ then search 

by typing ‘Holy Cross Champaign’ or our zip Code 61820. 

 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE  

ALL SOULS DAY 
 

Monday, November 2nd, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please join us for the Annual Mass of Re-

membrance on Monday, Nov. 2nd, All Souls Day, at 6:00 

p.m. It brings families and fellow parishioners together to 

remember those who have died this past year. There will 

be a special rite during the Mass when the names of our 

deceased will be announced and a rose will be presented 

to our Blessed Mother on their behalf. Those involved in any 

parish ministry that supports those who have lost a loved 

one are especially encouraged to attend: the Bereavement 

Ministry, Funeral Luncheon cooks & servers, Parish Nurs-

es, and Funeral Servers. All parishioners are welcome to attend.  

 

BOOK OF THE DEAD. Be sure to enroll the names of your 

deceased loved ones in the Book of the Dead by calling 

the Parish Office at 217-352-8748. 
 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY ENVELOPES. Envelopes for 

the Purgatorial Society (All Souls) are available in the Par-

ish Office. Masses for All Souls are offered on Sundays, 

Holy Days, and other times of the year. 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

The advertisements 

that appear complete-

ly defray all publishing 

costs with which the 

church would other-

wise be burdened. 

Please patronize 

these sponsors as a 

thank you for their 

kind generosity.  

 

 

 

RE/MAX Choice 


