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Pastoral Staff Serving Holy Cross 
 

 

Fr. Joseph P. Donton, Pastor 

Fr. Remigius Bukuru, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

Deacon Michael Smith 
 

Trustees 
Tom Murray      John Powers 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Gloria Fellers 

 

Director of Music 
Jonathan Young 

 

Tribunal Auditor 
   Deacon Ed Mohrbacher 

 

Masses 
  Saturday:       5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

  Sunday:         8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m. 

  Weekdays:    7:00 a.m. Monday thru Friday 

  Holy Days:     8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
 

Holy Cross Parish Office 
  405 W. Clark St., Champaign, IL, 61820 

  Phone: 217-352-8748   Fax: 217-366-2929 

  e-mail address: office@holycrosscatholic.org 

  website: www.holycrosscatholic.org 
 

Holy Cross School 
  Greg Koerner, Principal 

  410 W. White, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

  Phone: 217-356-9521   Fax: 217-356-1745 
 

Adoration 
  Adoration is available on the patio in the 

   courtyard anytime. 
 

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

  Monday thru Friday, 6:30-6:45 a.m. 

  Or by appointment. 
 

Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of the month, 

after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Parents must be registered 

members and attend a baptismal preparation session, 

preferably before the birth of the child. Contact the 

Parish Office 3 months in advance to schedule. 
 

Matrimony: Couples contemplating marriage should 

call the Office at least 8 months in advance. At least 

one partner must be a registered parishioner at Holy 

Cross and be actively practicing the faith. If you have 

had a previous marriage, set no marriage date until 

you have discussed this with your Pastor. 
 

Care of the Sick: Call the Parish Office to make 

arrangements at any time for Communion and/or 

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Two Wednesdays prior to the 

bulletin in which the information will be posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 

you break the power of evil and make all things new 

in your beloved Son, the King of the universe.  

May all in heaven and on earth 

acclaim your glory and never cease to praise you.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Advent Begins November 29th! 
 

Join Matthew Kelly on a life-changing 

journey through Best Advent Ever. You 

can receive daily inspirational emails with videos, encour-

agement, and coaching for Advent. Beginning on the first 

Sunday of Advent, Nov. 29th, and continuing every day 

through Dec. 23rd, Dynamic Catholic will email you simple 

yet powerful messages from Matthew Kelly and other lead-

ing Catholic voices. Don’t miss the opportunity to make this 

your best Advent ever. Sign up now! It’s simple, and the 

only cost is your commitment to live better each day this 

Advent. Are you ready?  
 

         Go to BestAdventEver.com and sign up now! 

 
 
 
 

Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for the 

coming of Jesus. It is a time of joy, prayer, and commit-

ment. Holy Cross has made two sources available to help 

nourish your spiritual renewal. 

 

Free Advent Meditation Booklets from The Word 

Among Us are available as you exit the church. 
 

Due to the generosity of some parishioners, we are once 

again blessed with a special book from Dynamic Catholic. 

Written by Matthew Kelly, I Heard God Laugh. It will be 

available as you exit the church 



OUR PARISH 

 

Holy Cross Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Catholic Community of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is to provide a home for all who wish to join our 

spiritual family and share our Catholic beliefs and values. We are here to continue the life-giving works of Jesus Christ, to 

make His name known and loved, and to live our lives according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, under the leadership of the 

Bishop of the Peoria Diocese. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Monday, Nov. 23 

    7:00 a.m.  Phyllis Gentille 
     

Tuesday, Nov. 24 

    7:00 a.m.  The Irle and Drebes Families 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 25 
 

    7:00 a.m.  Donovan Plisch 
 

Thursday, Nov. 26 
 

    7:00 a.m.              Joe, Ruth, and Pat Doyle 

Friday, Nov. 27 

    7:00 a.m.  The Cosgrove Family 
 

Saturday, Nov. 28 

    5:30 p.m.  The Bingaman Family 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29 

    8:00 a.m.  Thelma Sparks 

  10:00 a.m.  Timothy Leo O’Neill 

    4:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 
for the Week 

 

Christmas Flower Fund 
 

Consider contributing to the flower fund to pay 
for this year’s poinsettias for the church’s Christ-

mas decorations. You may drop off your dona-
tion in the collection basket in an envelope marked “flower 
fund” or bring it to the office. Donations have been made in 
memory of the Hettinger, Painter & Wagner families; Rose 
Baum; Norma Wilson; James & Zachary McNabney; Finn 
W. Oliveira; Skip Hartman; Mel Meyer; John & Clara Rak-
ers; Wayne & Delores Wade; Donna Menacher; the Murray 
& Huckaba families; Robert Lewis & Robert Plecki Sr., and 
the Cochrane & Vedder families. 

Solemnity of Christ the King 

 

 

    www.cdop.org 
 

November 2020 

Dear Pastors,  
 

In the Diocese of Peoria, we have a lot to be thankful for. In 

fact, the word Eucharist, the central reality of our faith, liter-

ally means “thanksgiving.” As a bishop, I am particularly 

grateful every time I ordain a man to the priesthood and 

send him out to minister to the people of this great diocese. 

I am also grateful for those young men who have said “yes” 

to discerning a call the priesthood, and who have entered 

our seminary program. This Thanksgiving weekend, please 

give thanks for these men and show your support by giving 

generously to the St. Therese Seminarian Fund.  
 

This fund pays for the tuition, room and board for theologi-

ans—those seminarians who have already graduated col-

lege (either a university or a college seminary). It also co-

vers the salaries, office costs and marketing expenses that 

help keep our seminarian program afloat.  
 

On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, I invite you to give 

thanks for those who are giving their lives to the Church. 

There will be a second collection at each Mass that week-

end. Please make checks payable to the Catholic Diocese 

of Peoria Office of Priestly Vocations. Thank you for your 

generosity, and please know of my prayers.  
 

  Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 

 Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 

   BISHOP OF PEORIA  
 

Note: The collection will be taken up the weekend of No-

vember 28th-29th. 

 

Thanksgiving Mass Time 
 

Morning Mass on Thanksgiving Day, November 28th, will 

be at 7:00 a.m. For your offering, please consider bringing 

non-perishable or canned goods for the St. Vincent de Paul 

Food Pantry.  



 

Holy Cross School 
356-9521 

www.holycrosselem.org 
 

Holy Cross School Happenings 
 

With Thanksgiving coming this week, we must take time to 

be thankful. We have a lot to be thankful for this year 

despite these COVID times. Be thankful to God, be thankful 

for Jesus, be thankful for the gift of life, be thankful for your 

family and friends, and be thankful for allowing us to be 

open as a Holy Cross Community. 
 

As I am writing this, Holy Cross School is one of a few 

schools in our Diocese that has not had a staff member or 

student test positive for COVID. I am thankful for this. 

Please be mindful of this when traveling over Thanksgiving 

or Christmas As always, stay safe and stay healthy by 

continuing to practice social distancing, wash your hands 

for at least 20 seconds with soap, sanitize your hands 

when handwashing is not an option, and wear a facemask 

so we can all stay healthy when we reopen after Christmas 

break. 
 

Because of a directive from the Diocese, starting Nov. 16th, 

and the two weeks after Christmas break will be virtual for 

all students. We know that families will travel over 

Christmas, so to be on the safe side, the Diocese wants us 

closed for in-person learning until January 19th, 2021. 
 

This year has been filled with tragedy and heartache as 

COVID touched the world. Some are asking, “Why should I 

be thankful?” and “Why are so many bad things happening 

to good people?” Some people blame God and express 

feelings of anger. Others accept a loving God who cares 

when we don’t understand. It is important that we love and 

trust God when we don’t know the answers. God is God 

and we are His creatures with limited understanding of 

many things in this universe. When tragedy comes and 

people suffer, we trust God and rely on our Christian faith. 

Many people have wept and hearts have been broken but, 

in this time of chaos, most have prayed and their only 

comfort and hope has been their unfailing faith in God. 

Please be thankful with me as great things continue to 

happen at Holy Cross. WE ARE HOLY CROSS. 
    

          Greg Koerner, Principal 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Saturday, November 21 
 

5:30 p.m.        John Kelley 
 

Sunday, November 22 
 

8:00 a.m.        No ministers 

10:00 a.m.      Karen Ulbrich, Bonita Higgerson  

4:00 p.m.        Anthony & Beth Frasca, Elaine Hershbarger  

 

High School of St. Thomas More 

352-7210 

www.hs-stm.org 
 

Thanksgiving Break. The STM Office will be closed for 

Thanksgiving Break Monday, Nov. 23rd--Friday, Nov. 27th. 
 

Christmas Concert 2020! Our Christmas Choir will 

present Christmas songs on Friday, Dec. 4th at 7:00 p.m. 

on STM Facebook and YouTube. Watch us for free! We are 

ready to celebrate Christ's coming with our songs! 

 

Last Week’s Collection 
 

  Offering for November 14th/15th ...………...…$5,208.85 
208.85 

  Thank you very much!  

 

Total Collections for October 
 

   Sunday & Holy Day Collections………...….$26,207.43 
 

   Automatic Contributions………………………$9,390.00 
 

   Online Giving…………………………………..$8,564.40 
 

            $44,161.83 
 

   Development Fund……………………………$1,741.00 
 

 

   Holy Cross Tuition Assistance.……………...$1,710.50 
 

   STM Tuition Assistance……………….………..$487.00 

 

The Parish Office will be closed the week of Thanksgiving, 

November 23rd-27th. The office will reopen on Nov. 30th 

with regular hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 

We will still have daily morning Mass at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Christmas is Coming  
to Swann Special Care Center 

 

It is that time of year again, but unfortunately, due to 

COVID, we will not be able to provide Christmas gifts for 

the residents of Swann as we did in the past. If you are still 

wanting to contribute toward their Christmas giving, you 

can make a monetary donation labeled Swann Special 

Care Center, and drop it off at the parish office. You may 

also contact Swann directly and discuss options with them 

by calling 217-356-5164 and asking for Monette. 

 

Catholic Charities 

Christmas Collection 
 

Holy Cross is collecting donations for the Catholic Charities 

Giving Tree Project through December 4th. This year they 

are needing Gift Cards. Please contact the Parish Office for 

more information at 217-352-8748. 

http://www.hs-stm.org/home.html


 

Charitable Giving Incentives 2020 
  

Your donation is an investment in changing lives! As Christians, we recognize that everything we have comes from 

God. We are called to share these gifts to advance His kingdom, such as providing Catholic education to a student who 

may not otherwise be able to attend, or supporting the mission and ministries at your parish or in the diocese. Through our 

gifts we demonstrate in a tangible way our love for God and one another.  
 

An Approach to Giving 

* Begin with prayer. Thank God for your blessings and ask for guidance and discernment. 

* Assess your income and giving. Determine your current giving as a percentage of your income.  

* Set your giving goal. The important thing is to begin the spiritual discipline of regular, consistent giving.  

* Determine your giving method. Look at the ways you can give and select the option that is best for both you and the church.  

* Worship with gratitude knowing that His Will is our Peace and we are participating in the Great Commission to Go Make Disciples!  
 

Listed below are incentives that may maximize your charitable gifts this year:  
 

Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA: Individuals age 70
1/2 

and older can make distributions from $1 up to 

$100,000 a year to non-profit (501c3) organizations, such as your parish, Catholic school and diocese, directly through 

their IRA at any time. Even though required minimum distributions (RMD) are waived for 2020, you can still make a 

tax-free contribution from your IRA. Contact the custodian of your IRA for a list of the necessary steps. 
 

Empower Illinois – Tax Credit Scholarship Program: Many families are struggling to keep their children in Catholic edu-

cation especially during the COVID Pandemic, so now more than ever your support may be what allows a child to continue 

receiving a faith-based and high-quality education that will prepare him or her for a successful future.  

 Donors can provide scholarships for low-income K-12 students and receive a powerful 75% credit on their Illi-

nois state taxes through the Invest in Kids Tax Credit Scholarship (TCS) program. This is also an opportunity to redirect 

your state tax dollars from the State of Illinois to your local Catholic School. Empower Illinois is the state’s largest Scholar-

ship Granting Organization (SGO) that can administer this program and is the SGO used by the Diocese of Peoria and all 

the Illinois dioceses. Please reach out to the Empower Illinois Donor Helpline (donors@empowerillinois.org or 800-616-

7606) with your questions. For more information, visit www.empowerillinois.org or contact the Office of Catholic Schools at 

the Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1550 or sstolt@cdop.org.  

 

The following charitable giving incentives are through the CARES Act  
 

Above-the-Line Deduction: A reduction in taxable income is available in 2020 for donors who do not itemize their 

deductions, i.e., an “above-the-line” adjustment to income that will reduce a donor’s Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) and 

consequently taxable income. The adjustment is available for cash gifts up to $300 per taxpayer or $600 for a married cou-

ple filing jointly. 

 The deduction is not available for gifts to private foundations, donor-advised funds (DAFs), supporting organiza-

tions (SOs), or for cash deductions carried forward from prior years. And it is not available for noncash gifts such as appre-

ciated stock. This new universal deduction will encourage most taxpayers who do not itemize to make more cash gifts in 2020. 
 

New 100% AGI Limit for 2020: A 100% AGI limit is available only in 2020 for cash gifts to public charities by those 

who itemize. This limit does not apply to carry-over deductions from years prior to 2020. Gifts to DAFs, SOs, and private 

foundations are not eligible for this special election.  

 The 100% limit is reduced dollar-for-dollar by other itemized charitable deductions. This means that in 2020 a do-

nor who deducts 30% of AGI for gifts of long-term appreciated property and elects the 100% of AGI limit for qualified cash 

contributions will also be able to deduct up to 70% of her AGI for qualified cash gifts, a total deduction of up to 100% of AGI. 

 A donor who makes the 100% of AGI can carry over unused deductions up to 5 additional years. The carry-over 

deduction will be subject to the regular 60% of AGI limit.  

 Because federal income tax rates are progressive, it may not always be to a donor’s advantage to make the 100% 

of AGI election. Donors in the highest federal tax brackets could generate better overall tax savings by using the 60% AGI 

limit and carrying over the excess deduction to the next year. Donors should consult their tax advisors to determine wheth-

er the 100% election is the best.  
 

If you are interested in other ways to donate, please contact your local parish or the Office of Development and Steward-

ship (309-671-1550) or development@cdop.org) at the diocese. 

mailto:donors@empowerillinois.org
http://www.empowerillinois.org/
mailto:sstolt@cdop.org
mailto:development@cdop.org


Devall, Desmier, Jensen Families 
Menke & Leahy Families 
Jerry & Loretta M. Dano  
Paul, Joe, Edward, & Marie Knoke 
Dec. Mem. of Donato, Pace, Follis Families 
Dec. Mem. of Mueller, Neunhoffer, Willard Families 
Robert F. Reiser Family 
Dec. Mem. of Corkery, Cox, Murray Families 
Nichols, Oetzel, Parod & Fotzler Families 
Dec. Mem. of Happ, Krueger Families 
Pellum & Gillis Families 
Thelma Sparks, Parents of Charles & Thelma Sparks 
Ed & Jean Bown 
Chuck, Chad, Meghan Schweighart 
Larry Hausmann, Bob Soucie 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Cler & Flavin Families 
Graham & Huguet Families 
Liv. &  Dec. Mem. of Pastore, Buzinsky, & Piccolo Families 
Lamendola/Smith/Hammers Families 
Hammel & Mitsdarfer Families 

Margaret & Eldon Tufte and Dec. Mem. of their family 
Living & Dec. members of Baum & Decker Families 
Barham & Bosch Families 
Tangora & Kovera Families 
William McMahon, Linda & Mike Wesolowski 
McNamara & Mulcahey Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Giuffre & Cacioppo Families 
Boudreau & Arseneau Family 
Margaret Turkcan 
Aloysius J. Winka 
Charlie & Evelyn Bell 
Zeilenga Family 
Rentfrow Family 
Ron Murphy 
Haggin Family 
Rakers-Wade Families 
Hershbarger & Kick Families 
Dec. Mem. of Cochrane-O’Brien families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of David & Bernice Williams Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. of Graham, Fellers & Gordon Family 

John E. Sullivan Family 
Birdie & Edward Cronau 
Margaret Hettinger 
Raymond Timpone 
Maxine TImpone 
Living & Dec. Mem. of Schwenk Family 
Perrodin Family 
Living & Dec. Mem. of McNabney Family 
Liv.& Dec. Mem. of Eli & Hazel Kinser Family 
John Michael Cabutti 
Glen & Helen Jones 
Betty Madrey 
Christie & Hoss Families 
Menacher & Sizer Families 
Leonard & Loretto Doyle 
Alan & Patricia Berndt 
Thomas McCarthy 
Costello Family 

HOLY CROSS FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL 

Our Parish has a FORMED subscription. 
To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup             

and select our parish. 

 A Word from Joy 
 

Thank you again for the generous August, September, and 

October donations to our committee. We appreciate all the 

donations, big and small Thank you also to the folks who 

donate gift cards, diapers, and other items. We cannot do 

this work without you! God bless you for your prayers and 

wanting to share your bounty with others!  
 

Always needed: 

* Diapers/Pull-Ups: We are in continuing need for diapers 

and pull-ups of all sizes. (Not Luvs). 

* Gift Cards to Sam’s Club, Walgreens, Target, Aldi, and 

Amazon.  

* Prayers: We appreciate all prayers for our ministry and 

all the families we are assisting currently, as well as those 

in the past. 
 

How to Help: On-line giving via Holy Cross Church. There 

is a separate category to direct any donation to Pro-Life. 

That will give us flexibility to help families in need. We also 

accept checks made out to Holy Cross Church. Please 

write "Pro-Life" in the memo line. Any donations can be 

mailed to or dropped off at Holy Cross Church, 405 W. 

Clark St, Champaign, IL 61820.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 

at: joypace@msn.com or 217 359-8406 (home). Thank 

you and God bless you for your prayers and support. 

 

33 DAYS TO MORNING GLORY 
 

Ever considered consecrating yourself or your family to 

the Mother of God? Follow Fr. Michael Gaitley this Advent 

in order to draw nearer to Mary - the Mother of God - and 

her Son and to prepare yourself for a spiritual renewal. 

 

Presence: This week we celebrate Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the Universe. Ring in this great feast by 

diving deeper into the mystery of Christ’s greatest gift to 

His Church—the Holy Eucharist. 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

The advertisements that appear completely defray all publishing costs with which the 
church would otherwise be burdened. Please patronize these sponsors as a thank 
you for their kind generosity.  
 

 
 

Feller & Kuester 


